Family physician consultation/referral patterns.
Family physicians, regardless of training, board certification, or practice setting, more commonly consult or refer to internal medicine subspecialists than to general internists. The primary reason is need for a consultant with technical (procedural) skill. In the case of pediatric referrals, family physicians more commonly refer to general pediatricians than to pediatric subspecialists. Physicians who use pediatric subspecialists more when both are available, however, do so because of the need for a consultant with technical skill. Large numbers of internal medicine and pediatric residents are choosing subspecialties, thereby increasing availability of these subspecialties. At the same time, there is a documented need for an increased number of primary care physicians. Family physicians, general internists, and general pediatricians all need to be trained; however, because the breadth of training of the family physician prepares this practitioner to provide comprehensive primary care in a broad variety of settings, there should be an emphasis on training this specialist.